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Question from the Classroom	 2
By Bob Becker
How do scientists know what levels of carbon dioxide and 
other compounds were present in the air hundreds of  
thousands of years ago?

Letting Off Steam                                  4
By Carolyn Ruth
Discover how geysers and hot springs come  
to life at Yellowstone National Park.

Spanish translation available online!

Rainforests: A Disappearing Act	 8
By Brian Rohrig
Rainforests are disappearing at an alarming rate, with half of 
the original rainforest already destroyed. As they disappear, 
rainforests take with them foods and chemicals that we take 
for granted. 

Those Blooming Algae!	 10
By Roberta Baxter
Along many areas of the U.S. coastal waters, fish die because 
tiny algae grow in massive quantities. Discover how this hap-
pens and what scientists are doing to prevent these algal 
“blooms” from happening again.

Chocolate: The New Health Food. Or Is It?	 13
By Gail Kay Haines
Chocolate contains more than 300 chemicals. Learn about the 
health benefits of some of these chemicals.

Air Pollution: What Weather Satellites Tell Us	16
By Lee Ann Paradise
Discover how weather satellites monitor air pollution around the 
world and how air pollutants move across continents.

Using Chemistry to Protect the Environment: 
Interview with Christopher Reddy, Environmental 
Chemist at the Woods Hole Oceanographic  
Institution	 18
By Christen Brownlee
Christopher Reddy explains how he and his colleagues monitor 
the pollution of rivers and oceans and how their work helps pro-
tect the environment.
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TEACHERS! 
find your complete teacher’s 

guide for this issue at 
www.acs.org/chemmatters
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