
















The 37th International
Chemistry Olympiad—
Taipei, Taiwan
59 countries gathered in July for a 10-day
chemistry competition called the Interna-
tional Chemistry Olympiad (IChO). Each
country sent a team of four top students.
The competition included both a five-hour
exam of basic knowledge and problem
solving and a five-hour laboratory practical.
The level of difficulty of the challenge was
on a par with mid-level college chemistry
courses. Medals were awarded based on
the total exam scores from both sections
with the top students winning gold, silver,
and bronze medals.

The results are in. The USA team won
three silver medals and one bronze medal.
South Korea won overall first place and
Alexey Zeifman from Russian Federation
won the top gold medal.

Want to try out for the team next year?
1. If you are a student who would like to

participate, check with your chemistry
teacher.

2. If you are a teacher with students inter-
ested in the United States National
Chemistry Olympiad (USNCO) program,
contact your local section of the ACS. If
you are not sure whom to contact, find
help on the Olympiad web page. Go to
www.chemistry.org/education and
select the Olympiad link in the High
School section. Enrollment deadlines,
contact information, and copies of past
exams are available at the site.

Celebrate National
Chemistry Week

National Chemistry
Week is October 16–22 this
year. The theme is “The Joy
of Toys”. The official web-
site is at
http://chemistry.org/ncw.
On the site you will find an
easy formula to make your own “bouncing
ball”. In addition, the American Chemical
Society is sponsoring a poster contest for
students in Kindergarten–12th grade. Stu-
dents are invited to create a poster that will
serve as a public service announcement
emphasizing the role of science/chemistry
in toys for their peers or other age group.

Renew or subscribe
It is possible that you received this issue
as part of our National Chemistry Week
promotion. If you have not renewed your
subscription yet, it is not too late. Last
year, we added multiyear subscriptions so
that you can lock in current rates for two
or three years.

Also, you can complete your class-
room ChemMatters set with our new 20-
year CD. You will find every issue from
1983 through 2003 along with every Chem-
Matters Teacher’s Guide ever published.
We’ve made it easy to search for your
favorite everyday chemistry topics featured
in ChemMatters over the years. The price is
only $25! Call 1-800-227-5558, or order
online at http://chemistry.org/
education/chemmatters.html.

Answer to quiz (page 4)
Solution: A) Slinky B) Slip ‘n Slide C) Frisbee D)
Hula Hoop E) Superball F) Hacky Sack
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Left to right: Scott Rabin (bronze), Allen Cheng
(silver), Jacob Sanders (silver), Nicholas
Sofroniew (silver).

Tell us what you think
Let us know about the chemistry

that counts in your life. E-mail your

thoughts and suggestions to 

chemmatters@acs.org, and we’ll

use your comment to make future

issues even better.
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